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Gender equality
9. While welcoming the adoption of the Third Basic Plan for Gender
Equality, the Committee is concerned at the limited impact of this plan in
view of the low levels of women carrying out political functions. The
Committee regrets the lack of information regarding participation of
minority women, including Buraku women, in policy-making positions. It is
concerned about reports that women represent 70 percent of the parttime workforce and earn on average 58 percent of the salaries received by
men for equivalent work. The Committee also expresses concern at the
lack of punitive measures against sexual harassment or dismissals of
women due to pregnancy and childbirth (arts. 2, 3 and 26).
The State party should effectively monitor and assess the progress of the
Basic Plan for Gender Equality and take prompt action to increase the
participation of women in the public sector, including through temporary
special measures, such as statutory quotas in political parties. It should
take concrete measures to assess and support the political participation of
minority women, including Buraku women, promote the recruitment of
women as full-time workers and redouble its efforts to close the wage gap
between men and women. It should also take the necessary legislative
measures to criminalise sexual harassment and prohibit and sanction with
appropriate penalties unfair treatment due to pregnancy and childbirth.
Hate speech and racial discrimination
12. The Committee expresses concern at the widespread racist discourse
against members of minority groups, such as Koreans, Chinese or
Burakumin, inciting hatred and discrimination against them, and the
insufficient protection granted against these acts in the criminal and civil
code. The Committee also expresses concern at the high number of
extremist demonstrations authorised, the harassment and violence
perpetrated against minorities, including against foreign students, as well
the open display in private establishments of signs such as “Japanese only”
(arts. 2, 19, 20 and 27).
The State should prohibit all propaganda advocating racial superiority or
hatred that incites to discrimination, hostility or violence, and should
prohibit demonstrations that intended to disseminate such propaganda.
The State party should also allocate sufficient resources for awarenessraising campaigns against racism and increase its efforts to ensure that
judges, prosecutors and police officials are trained to be able to detect
hate and racially motivated crimes. The State party should also take all
necessary steps to prevent racist attacks and to ensure that the alleged
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perpetrators are thoroughly investigated and prosecuted and, if convicted,
punished with appropriate sanctions.
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