International Dalit Solidarity Network

WORKING GLOBALLY AGAINST CASTE-BASED DISCRIMINATION

Recommendations for the 59" Regular Session of the Human Rights Council
(16 June-11 July 2025)

In connection with their participation in the 59™ Human Rights Council (HRC) session,
Member States (MS) are encouraged to consider the ongoing and systemic practice of
discrimination based on work and descent, also known as caste-based discrimination,
affecting over 260 million people globally.

Caste discrimination is found in several regions of the world, including the Americas, Africa,
Asia and Europe and is frequently addressed by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
and the Special Procedures mandate holders. Nonetheless, more needs to be done to ensure
that caste-based discrimination is recognised by the Council and mainstreamed into UN
resolutions.

In the context of the reports presented at the 59" Council session, IDSN recommends States
to pay particular attention to caste-based discrimination to ensure it is included on par with
other forms of discrimination in thematic HRC resolutions.

Overview of recommendations from IDSN:

Engage with the High Commissioner during the presentation of the report on digital
technologies and universal birth registration to promote a caste-sensitive, rights-based
approach that removes systemic barriers for Dalit children.

Engage with the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights to ensure that
Dalit-specific vulnerabilities to climate change and poverty, particularly affecting women,
are addressed through inclusive climate adaptation and social protection policies.

Participate actively in the panel on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation
to highlight and address caste-based discrimination in access to water and sanitation
services, especially affecting Dalit women.

Engage with the Working Group on Business and Human Rights to continue advocating for
binding measures that combat caste-based discrimination in global supply chains and
ensure effective remedies for Dalit workers.

Engage with the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism to address the
intersectional discrimination faced by Dalit communities and support comprehensive
reparatory justice frameworks grounded in disaggregated data and accountability.




Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights
(25" June, 16:00-18:00)

The Special Rapporteur (SR) on extreme poverty and human rights, Mr. Olivier De Schutter,
will present his report titled “Weathering the storm: poverty, climate change and social
protection” (A/HRC/59/51), which focuses on how low income countries and low income
households, are being hit the hardest by the climate crisis. Dalit communities, particularly
Dalit women, face compounded risks due to entrenched caste discrimination, economic
exclusion and limited social protection, which in turn reinforces gendered poverty and makes
Dalit communities the bearers of the brunt of climate shocks.

Dalits’ vulnerability to climate-related extreme poverty is exacerbated by systemic caste
discrimination, limiting access to land, resources, education and economic opportunities.
Dalits, who are both more exposed to climate-related risks and more vulnerable to such risks,
are often forced in the face of disaster to “make choices that have long-term impacts”. The
dialogue with the Special Rapporteur provides a platform for Member States to confront
these intersecting inequalities, and discuss a timely topic.

9. Within wealthy regions, racial and ethnic minorities and low-income households are
the most vulnerable and least resilient to natural hazards. Globally, people in poverty
living in rural areas are particularly at risk (...) and are less well covered by social
protection; moreover, their ability to mobilise savings in times of crisis is limited. {...)
People in poverty, who are both more exposed to climate-related risks and more
vulnerable to such risks, are often forced in the face of disaster to make choices that
have long-term impacts (...) Disadvantaged groups are therefore more likely to reduce
their future income-earning ability due to climate-related events.

IDSN recommends that States:

- Participate in the interactive dialogue with the SR on concrete measures to address
extreme poverty affecting Dalits, in particular Dalit women, in the context of climate
change and climate adaptation strategies.

- Support and monitor the implementation of recommendations from the Special
Rapporteur’s country visits. See the SR’s report on the 2023 Bangladesh visit and
recommendations (A/HRC/56/61/Add.1).

- Highlight the disproportionate impact of extreme poverty on Dalit women, and
advocate for targeted measures to expand their access to vocational training, climate-
resilient livelihoods, land ownership and political participation. This will ensure that
Dalit communities, especially women, are included in poverty eradication strategies
and climate resilience planning.

- Promote the inclusion of Dalit-led organisations and community representativesin the
design, implementation and monitoring of social protection systems and poverty
alleviation measures, particularly those addressing climate-induced vulnerabilities.



https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/51
https://docs.un.org/en/a/hrc/56/61/add.

Panel on the realisation of the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation (26"
June, 10:00-12:00)

During the 59t session of the council, a panel on the realisation of the human rights to safe
drinking water and sanitation will be held. As mentioned in the concept note, access to safe
drinking water and sanitation remains a fundamental human right, yet Dalit communities face
persistent discrimination that severely undermines their enjoyment of these rights. In India,
more than 20% of Dalits do not have access to safe drinking water. Only 10% of Dalit
households have access to public sanitation, as compared to 27% for non-Dalit households?.
Dalit women, in particular, experience intersecting barriers shaped by caste-based stigma,
exclusion and violence, for example in terms of access to water for menstrual hygiene, or
issues related to manual scavenging, which Dalit women are often subject to.

Caste-based discrimination shapes and compounds Dalits’ lack of access to water and
sanitation, translating into multiple kinds of human rights violations. The exclusion from
public water sources and sanitation not only jeopardises health and personal integrity but
also reinforces social stigma and restricts Dalits’ dignity and security. The panel discussion is
a good opportunity for MS to discuss the urgent need for policies that explicitly recognise and
dismantle caste discrimination in water and sanitation services.

In going further, MS are recommended to see two of the SR’s reports: on the human rights to
safe drinking water and sanitation of people living in impoverished rural areas (A/77/167,
2022) and on The impacts of climate change on the human rights to water and sanitation of
groups and population in situations of vulnerability (2022).

IDSN recommends that States:

- Engage actively in the panel on the human rights to safe drinking water and
sanitation and express concern over the persistent caste-based barriers that deny
Dalit communities, especially women, equal access to safe drinking water and
sanitation in public spaces.

- Show concern over the inadequate measures taken in order to address equal access
to water and sanitation in the public sphere, leading not only to insufficient
enjoyment of the right to safe drinking water and sanitation, but also to the violation
of other rights, including the right to health, personal integrity and the right to seek
information on water and health issues, among others.

- Support efforts to disaggregate data by caste to monitor progress and ensure
accountability in the realisation of water and sanitation rights for Dalits.

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: Use of digital
technologies to achieve universal birth registration (26" June, 12:00-13:00)

The High Commissioner (HC) for Human Rights’ report titled: “Use of digital technologies to
achieve universal birth registration” (A/HRC/59/61) will be presented to MS during the 59t
session of the HRC. In his study, the HC highlights the systemic and structural barriers that
children and their parents and caregivers face in accessing birth registration, an entry point

1See IDSN and Minority Rights Group’s statement at HRC 42 on the topic.
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https://hrcmeetings.ohchr.org/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/59/Pages/Panel%20discussions.aspx
https://docs.un.org/A/77/167
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/climate-change-2.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/climate-change-2.docx
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/61
https://idsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/MRG-IDSN-statement-HRC42-item-3-ID-SR-water-and-sanitation.pdf

to legal identity and access to services. Dalit children are often excluded through biased
implementation, lack of awareness and inaccessible systems. The High Commissioner’s report
highlights that in Nepal, only 15% of Dalit children under 5 have birth certificates. Dalit
children remain disproportionately unregistered due to caste-based marginalisation. States
must ensure digital registration systems address caste-specific barriers.

The report highlights the following:

26. De facto discrimination continues to hinder universal coverage and perpetuates
inequities, even in countries with robust laws and systems, due to biases, systemic
exclusion of marginalised communities and arbitrary, inconsistent and discriminatory
implementation. For example, in Nepal, only 15 per cent of children aged under 5 in
the Dalit community have birth certificates.

39. Birth registration rates are lower in some ethnic and religious groups compared
with the national average (..) For example, a lack of registration persists among
children from (...) Dalit communities.

IDSN recommends that States:

- Support and take up the High Commissioner’s recommendations by promoting a
rights-based and caste-sensitive approach to birth registration in UN resolutions and
technical cooperation initiatives.

- Raise concerns in relevant HRC debates and bilateral dialogues about the persistent
exclusion of Dalit communities from birth registration systems.

- Call on caste-affected States to ensure equal access to digital birth registration,
including measures to eliminate administrative bias and local-level discrimination.

- Urge States to collect and publicly report disaggregated data by caste, as a means to
assess and address unequal registration rates.

Presentation of the report of the thirteenth session of the Forum on Business and Human
Rights (30*" June, 15:30-16:00)

During the 59t session, the Working Group on Business and Human Rights (BHR) will present
its report on the thirteenth session of the Forum on BHR (A/HRC/59/60). The Forum focused
on advancing the “smart mix of measures”, during which IDSN organised a snapshot event on
caste-based discrimination in global supply chains, highlighting the often hidden
vulnerabilities of communities subjected to descent-based discrimination. The event is
mentioned in the report of the working group.

52. ... there was also a snapshot on caste-based discrimination in global supply chains,
in which speakers underscored the hidden vulnerabilities of communities discriminated
against in the context of work on the basis of descent, calling for a smart mix of
voluntary and mandatory measures to integrate their protection into business and
human rights frameworks. Collectively, the speakers in the snapshot series
underscored the necessity of tailored legal, regulatory and corporate strategies to
safeguard groups and sectors at heightened risk of vulnerability and marginalisation
and foster inclusive economic systems.
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https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/60

IDSN recommends that States:

- Engage in discussions with the Working Group in order to develop and enforce
mandatory legal frameworks that best address caste-based discrimination in business
operations and supply chains.

- Continue to work towards mechanisms that provide access to effective remedy, which
must be designed to be accessible and responsive to caste-affected communities.

Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (3" July, 10:00-13:00)

The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
and related intolerance, Ms. Ashwini K.P, will present to MS her report on intersectionality
from a racial justice perspective (A/HRC/59/62). In this report, the SR draws attention to
manifestations of intersectional discriminations, in countries and regions, particularly
highlighting the triple layered marginalisation of Dalit persons (caste, gender and poverty) in
South Asian countries. Her report also highlights the obligations of States to prevent and
address multiple and intersectional discrimination.

The systemic denial of justice and persistence of caste and gender-based violence reveal how
social hierarchies are maintained through institutional neglect and impunity. Recognising the
diverse experiences within Dalit communities, including LGBTQ+ persons and children with
disabilities, is essential for effective remedies. The Special Rapporteur’s focus on
intersectionality provides a critical framework for MS to develop policies and reparatory
justice approaches that confront historical and ongoing caste oppression and related systemic
racism.

27. Dalit persons in South Asian countries, including Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, face intersectional discrimination stemming from overlapping identities
of caste, gender, sexual orientation, economic status, disability and religion. These
intersecting factors reinforce marginalisation (...) This triple-layered marginalisation,
often termed “tripartite marginalisation”, is rooted in caste, gender and poverty,
further exacerbating their exclusion from essential health services. Dalit women are
particularly affected and are disproportionately trapped in informal, hazardous labour
situations, such as manual scavenging. (...) Dalit persons with disabilities also face
restricted access to adaptive employment, exacerbating poverty. Caste and gender-
based violence reinforce social hierarchies and often occur with impunity due to
systemic discrimination within justice institutions. Manifestations of this violence differ
between countries in South Asia and include trafficking and forced prostitution, sexual
violence against Dalit women to enforce caste-based oppression and forced religious
conversions and marriages of Dalit and minority girls. In Nepal, a high proportion of
survivors of trafficking in persons are Dalit women. Women who are Badi Dalit, a
subcategory of Dalit, are subjected to historical stereotypes and prejudices and remain
highly vulnerable to trafficking and forced prostitution. LGBTQ+ Dalit persons are also
at high risk of physical and sexual violence. (...)


https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/62

IDSN recommends that States:

- Engage actively in the discussions with the SR on racism, and call on ensuring the
collection of comprehensive, disaggregated data by race, ethnicity, caste, gender,
disability, sexual orientation and other intersecting grounds to fully capture the lived
experiences of intersectional discrimination.

- As per the recommendation of the rapporteur herself, address the structures of
oppression and correlative privilege that perpetuate systemic racism and
intersectional discrimination through the development and implementation of
comprehensive and intersectional reparatory justice approaches that acknowledge
and fully remediate the harms of historical atrocities, particularly relating to
colonialism, enslavement, caste oppression and patriarchy.

- Strengthen justice mechanisms to prevent caste and gender-based violence and
ensure accountability, with special attention to vulnerable groups such as Dalit
women, LGBTQ+ persons and children with disabilities.

Please note that some HRC59 reports have yet to be published but could prove relevant. An
overview of all reports for this session can be found here.

For more recommendations on caste discrimination within the UN framework see the draft
United Nations Principles and Guidelines for the Effective Elimination of Discrimination Based
on Work and Descent (2009)

For a full compilation of references to caste-based discrimination in UN human rights bodies
see: IDSN compilation of UN reference to caste discrimination.

Launched in March 2017, by the OHCHR, Guidance tool on descent-based discrimination: key
challenges and strategic _approaches to combat caste-based and analogous forms of
discrimination offers concrete suggestions for actions to address caste-based discrimination
in caste affected countries.

Published in November 2017, IDSN Roadmap to the OHCHR Guidance tool on Descent-based
discrimination offers a simplified overview of the above Guidance tool.



https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/regular-sessions/session59/regular-session
http://idsn.org/un-2/un-principles-guidelines-on-caste/
http://idsn.org/un-2/un-principles-guidelines-on-caste/
http://idsn.org/un-2/un-principles-guidelines-on-caste/
http://idsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/UN-Compilation.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/tools-and-resources/guidance-tool-descent-based-discrimination
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/tools-and-resources/guidance-tool-descent-based-discrimination
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/tools-and-resources/guidance-tool-descent-based-discrimination
http://idsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Digital-Final-IDSN-Guide-to-UN-GT.pdf

