Human Rights Watch 2018 Report (Caste-related extracts)

INDIA
Treatment of Dalits, Tribal Groups, and Religious Minorities

Two people died in caste clashes between Dalits and members of an upper caste community in Uttar
Pradesh in April and May. Between April and July, 39 people reportedly died from being trapped in toxic
sewage lines, revealing how the inhuman practice of “manual scavenging” —disposal of human waste by
communities considered low-caste— continues because of the failure to implement laws banning the
practice.

In November, following a two-week official visit to India, the United Nations special rapporteur on the
human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, Léo Heller, called on the government to incorporate a
human rights perspective into its national programs on water and sanitation, including the flagship Swachh
Bharat Mission. As part of his preliminary findings, he said the government’s emphasis on constructing
toilets to end open defecation should not “involuntarily contribute to violating fundamental rights of
others,” including specific castes engaged in manual scavenging, or marginalized people, including ethnic
minorities and those living in remote rural areas.

NEPAL

Earthquake Reconstruction Marginalized groups have been disproportionately affected by challenges in the
rebuilding process from the 2015 earthquakes that left 3.5 million homeless. The widening gap in recovery
efforts has significantly impacted lower caste and indigenous ethnic groups, people with low income and
education levels, and persons living with disabilities.
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