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INDIA
1001. On 18 August 2010, the Special Rapporteur, jointly with the Chair-Rapporteur
of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, and the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights defenders, sent an urgent appeal regarding the situation of
Ms. Bharathi Pillai, Ms. Niharga Priya, Ms. Sudha, Mr. Gnana Diraviam, and Mr.
Anandan, participants of a human rights training course organized by the nongovernmental organizations the Dalit Foundation (DF) and People's Watch (PW),
from 11 to 20 August 2010, in Nagamalai Puthukottai, near Madurai in Tamil Nadu.
The DF works to eliminate caste discrimination and caste-based violence, with a
particular emphasis on Dalit women and manual scavengers, and the PW provides
legal support and human rights education.
1727. On 9 April 2009, Ms. K. D. S., after calling for respect of the fundamental right
of any person to marry and to choose freely her/his spouse, was beaten up by the
relatives of Ms. L. G., a young woman who had planned to have an inter-caste
wedding with a young man belonging to the Dalit community. The two young people
were also beaten up by L. G.’s relatives for speaking to each other in public.
Immediately after the assault, K. D. S. approached the Illaka police station of Chimdi
to file a complaint, but the Sub-Inspector refused to receive it.
1728. On 11 April 2009, the Women Human Rights Defender Network, Sunsari, and
more than 500 women from eight Village Development Committees (VDC) staged a
demonstration in front of the police station in Chimdi VDC, in order to call for
sanctions against the police for refusing to register K.D.S.’s complaint and to
denounce the denial of access to justice. While doing so, they evoked the statement
made by the Prime Minister on 25 January 2009, in which he committed himself to
establish a complaints centre for women in order to end all forms of violence against
women and criminalize caste-based discrimination against Dalits. They also called for
a police apology since, on 10 April, while the Chimdi VDC were walking towards the
police station in Chimdi, police officers publicly insulted them.

