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Is it because we address issues that some States prefer not to discuss? For one State, 
that might mean brutal anti-terror tactics.  For another, inhumane treatment of 
minorities, or migrants. Or austerity policies that disproportionately weigh on the 
vulnerable. Or corruption, which misappropriates public goods. Certain States may 
feel that lesbians, gays, bisexual, transgender and intersex people – or women; or 
persons with albinism; or people of certain castes, religion, race – somehow have 
less right than others to live a life of dignity.  

Effective human rights advocacy must necessarily open a Pandora’s box of hidden 
abuses. It does so to let in light and air, so that work may begin to ensure better 
governance and justice. 

All human rights violations are illegitimate, whether directed against dissenters and 
critics; migrants; minorities; indigenous peoples; or people of specific gender, 
religion, class, caste or race.  

Dalit or Brahmin, Peul or Pole, gay or heterosexual, tycoon or pauper, woman, child 
or man – regardless of our ethnicity; our age; our form of disability; our beliefs; or 
our economic might, all human beings are equal in dignity. And all, without 
discrimination, are entitled to the same rights. I urge this Council to continue to 
maintain the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of all human rights, 
including the right to development. 
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