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The road to success comes through hard work and determination, and 

Abhishek Kumar Bharatiya has seen more than his share of both.

The son of a cobbler, Abhishek has managed to beat the odds and make it to the 

IIT with a rank of 154 in the SC/ ST category in the entrance examination.

His life has been an endless struggle and it's only his zeal to carry on that saw 

him reach thus far. Abhishek lives with his parents and three brothers in a 10 ft 

by 10 ft single room in Gangaganj Machchariya area of Kanpur. It has no 

electricity and they have to make do with a kerosene lamp.

The priorities of Abhishek, who wishes to become an aerospace engineer from 

IIT-Kanpur, are to get a job, convince his father to give up his work as a cobbler 

and help his brothers get admission in reputed schools.

However, getting into IIT comes with a price and his father Rajendra Prasad is 

not sure whether he would be able to pay for his son's fees with his meagre 

income.

"I am ready to sell off myself to see my son become an engineer. Let us see if 

my dream comes true," Rajendra said.

Abhishek would work with his father as a shoeshine boy and at times would 

find a job as a labourer to earn some extra money. Talking about his elder son, 

Rajendra said, "He used to study in the night and help me in my work the 

whole day. He is a popular shoeshine boy but doesn't like to do it for obvious 

reasons.

He often used to work as a labourer to earn some extra money for his books 

and stationery.

He was always a serious child who preferred to study rather than play with 

other kids." Having struggled to get decent education throughout his career, he 

wants the very best for his brothers. "We are happy that he wants to send his 

brothers to reputed schools. I know that we have to wait for another five years 

before he completes the course and gets a job. Let us see what is there in store 

for us," Prasad said.

His three brothers - Abhijit, Anshul and Aryan - are below 12 years of age and 

study in a municipal school. Their mother Sangeeta Devi repairs old clothes of 

poor people and earns about Rs 50 a day.

"My husband gets around Rs 100 and I earn Rs 50 in a day. It is not enough for 

us. But we don't want to beg. We want to live with our heads held high. My 

children know how to go ahead with their pride intact. Abhishek never 

demanded anything from us. The table of my sewing machine would turn into 

his study table at night. All I did was to ensure that there was enough kerosene 

in the lantern," she said.

Courtesy: Mail Today
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The elusive king of con

Abhishek feels he was lucky to get the guidance of Mahesh Singh Chauhan, who 

made him dream about IIT. "I could get through because I got a chance.

My teacher Chauhan inspired me to appear in the IIT exams. I will be the first 

engineer in the family.

But henceforth all my brothers and cousins would prepare for medical and 

engineering courses," said a determined Abhishek.
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There is a dialogue of a very famous SRK starrer movie-IF YOU DESIRE SOMETHING 

WITH A TRUE HEART,THE WHOLE UNIVERSE WILL HELP YOU IN ATTAINING 

THAT..I am sure,this young boy with his hard work will reach upto the sky,his father neednt 

worry about how things will happen coz God is there with him to help him out with his 

honest virtues,he just has to carry on with his hard work.He is avery perfect example for the 

whole society which believes that modern equipments and money are the most important 

factors in achieving success WHICH HAS BEEN PROVED ABSOLUTELY WRONG BY 

ABHISHEK 

Posted by: Billi 

Hyderabad | May 30, 2010 | 10:56 IST 
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He has shown that with determination and grit one can overcome daunting odds to achieve 

the goal of their dreams. What he has done should be an inspiration to scores who strive to 

dream the same. 

 Post comments on this story 

Comment: 

 

Name : 

Place :  

E-mail :  

Display E-mail Id: 

Enter the Code Shown: 

 

 

  Submit  

Disclaimer: 
Please note that all your comments, feedback and suggestions are published on our websites unless 
found libellous, inciteful, defamatory, vulgar, pornographic and abusive. We also like to specify that 
the comments are views of the surfers alone and do not necessarily reflect those of the India Today 
Group. 

RELATED STORIES

Bihar's Super30 scores 100 at IIT-JEE exams

MORE STORIES FROM NORTH 

Initial probe points to Naxal hand in derailment: PC 

HC defers hearing on Rathore's plea 

Hizb commander shot dead by associate in Doda 

Rahul plans to double UP Lok Sabha seats 

Rahul Gandhi's 10-member team 

Copyright © 2010 India Today Group. All Rights Reserved. India Today Group Online is a Registered trademark of the India Today Group. For reprint rights: Syndications Today.       

 www.Tellio.dk Ads by Google

Web: InToday Publications: India Today  | India Today - Hindi  | Business Today  | Cosmopolitan  | Men's Health  | Wonder Woman  | Money Today  | Prevention  | Reader's Digest  | 

Good Housekeeping  | Travel Plus  | Golf Digest India  | Design Today  | Time  | Fortune  | Harvard Business Review  | Scientific American India | Gadgets & Gizmos  Television: Aaj Tak | 

Headlines Today  Radio: Meow 104.8 FM  Education: Vasant Valley  | Learn Today  Shopping: Bag It Today  Events: India Today Conclave  Music: Music Today  Printing: Thomson 

Press  Welfare: Care Today  Classifieds: Directories Today  

ABOUT US | CONTACT US |  ADVERTISE WITH US | SUBSCRIPTION | WE CARE | PRIVACY POLICY 

Side 2 af 2His cherry blossom moment: India Today - Latest Breaking News from India, World, ...

31-05-2010http://indiatoday.intoday.in/site/Story/99430/India/His+cherry+blossom+moment.html


