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European Parliament Resolution of 17 December 2015 on the Annual Report on Human Rights and
Democracy in the World 2014 and the European Union’s policy on the matter (2015/2229(INI))
The European Parliament,
– having regard to its resolution of 10 October 2013 on caste-based discrimination.
Discrimination
92. Condemns in the strongest terms all forms of discrimination, including those based on race, colour, gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity, language, culture, religion or belief, social origin, caste, birth, age, disability
or any other status; urges that the EU intensify its efforts to eradicate all types of discrimination, racism and
xenophobia through human rights and political dialogues, the work of the EU Delegations and public
diplomacy; further urges that the EU continue to promote the ratification and full implementation of all UN
conventions that support this cause, such as the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination or the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;
Caste-based discrimination
95. Notes with great concern the scale and consequences of caste-based discrimination and the perpetuation
of caste-based human rights violations, including the denial of access to the legal system or employment,
continued segregation, poverty, and stigmatisation; calls for the adoption of an EU instrument for the
prevention and elimination of castebased discrimination; recommends the mainstreaming of the topic in the
EEAS and Commission guidelines and action plans, in particular in the EU fight against all forms of
discrimination, and in efforts to combat violence against women and girls and all forms of discrimination
against them;
Full text of the resolution as adopted 17 December 2015.

