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Amnesty International 2014-15 Report — caste extracts

Asia-Pacific Regional Overview caste extract:

Discrimination, including on the basis of gender, caste, class, ethnic origin and religion, persisted in Nepal.
Victims were subject to exclusion, torture and other ill-treatment, including sexual violence. Women from
marginalized groups, including Dalits and impoverished women, continued to face particular hardship
because of multiple forms of discrimination. In India, Dalit women and girls continued to face multiple
levels of caste-based discrimination and violence. Self-appointed village councils issued illegal decrees
ordering punishments against women for perceived social transgressions.

India chapter caste extracts:

Despite progressive legal reform and court rulings, state authorities often failed to prevent and at times
committed crimes against Indian citizens, including children, women, Dalits and Adivasi (Indigenous)
people.

The authorities continued to violate people’s rights to privacy and freedom of expression. There was a rise
in communal violence in Uttar Pradesh and some other states, and corruption, caste-based discrimination
and caste violence remained pervasive.

Incidents of corporal punishment were reported from several states, despite its prohibition under law. Laws
requiring private schools to reserve 25% of places at the entry level for children from disadvantaged
families were poorly implemented. Dalit and Adivasi children continued to face discrimination in school.

Caste-based violence was also reported in several states including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu.

Dalits, Adivasis and Muslims continued to be disproportionately represented in the pre-trial prison
population. Indiscriminate arrests, slow investigations and prosecutions, weak legal aid systems and
inadequate safeguards against lengthy detention periods contributed to the problem.

Torture and other ill-treatment continued to be used in state detention, particularly against women, Dalits
and Adivasis. A deeply flawed anti-torture bill lapsed with the end of the central government's term in May.

Nepal chapter extracts:

Discrimination, including on the basis of gender, caste, class, ethnic origin and religion, remained rife.
Arbitrary detention, torture and extrajudicial executions were reported throughout the year.

Discrimination, including on the basis of gender, caste, class, ethnic origin and religion, persisted. Victims
were subject to exclusion and ill-treatment, and torture including rape and other sexual violence. Women
from marginalized groups, including Dalits and impoverished women, continued to face particular hardship
because of multiple forms of discrimination. The Caste-based Discrimination and Untouchability Act of

2011 was applied in only a handful of criminal cases due to a lack of awareness about the Act and victims’
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fears of reporting attacks. Rape laws continued to be inadequate and to reflect discriminatory attitudes
towards women.



