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A state-level meet on the issue of manual 
scavenging in Gujarat was organised at Gandhi 
Ashram in Ahmedabad on Monday by a city-based 
NGO, Navsarjan. The NGO alleged that manual 
scavenging is prevalent in Gujarat and has 
reportedly victimised nearly 1,000 Dalit students 
across the state. 

The programme included a talk on the issue and an 
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Meet on manual scavenging by Dalit students

Protected hafiz - By Dr. Ram Chander Sharma

India should do some... - By sbala

If we give aid, will... - By Satish.B

interactive session where young Dalit children of 47 
talukas from 12 districts in the state spoke about 
their lives and work, followed by a rally to oppose 
the practice in a developed state like Gujarat. 

Navsarjan Director Manjula Pradeep said: “The first incident of manual scavenging took place at Ranpur village in Dholka on August 17, 1996. Since 
then, Dalit students have been doing the job of cleaning toilets at schools and also rag-picking, picking up animal carcasses, among others. The 
practice has left nearly 1.3 million people in India in a helpless situation.” 
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The NGO has now planned to take up the issue with the state government through the Urban Development Department and the Gujarat State 
Human Rights Commission. 
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