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Missing cm - By baiju shankar

Atrocities against Dalits are not, sadly, a thing of the past. 
Arson, rape and intimidation continue to terrorise a historically 
marginalised minority. Of particular worry is Maharashtra, home 
to India’s second-largest Dalit population. In the past five years, 
crimes against Dalits in that state doubled. Tackling this trend 
must be the state government’s priority. Still, there is something 
disquieting about the state’s decision to impose a collective fine 
on villages where crimes against Dalits are reported, and to 

●     Latest News

●     Today's Paper

●     Edits & Columns

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/All-for-one/498566 (1 af 3)03-09-2009 13:54:19

http://www.indianexpress.com/Signin/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Register/
javascript:setHome()
http://www.indianexpress.com/Feedback/
http://www.indianexpress.com/rss/
http://www.indianexpress.com/
http://promo.expressindia.com/adsnew2.8.1/www/delivery/ck.php?n=a8a626dc&cb=INSERT_RANDOM_NUMBER_HERE
http://www.indianexpress.com/
http://www.indianexpress.com/supplement/India/798/
http://www.indianexpress.com/supplement/89
http://www.indianexpress.com/supplement/Business/797/
http://www.indianexpress.com/city/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Sports/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Showbiz/
http://www.indianexpress.com/LifeStyle-Health/
http://www.indianexpress.com/section/Technology/698/
http://www.indianexpress.com/supplement/
http://www.indianexpress.com/video/
http://www.indianexpress.com/live-archives/
http://www.ganeshaspeaks.com/?partnerName=expressindia
http://cricket.expressindia.com/
http://tenders.expressindia.com/
http://www.expressclassifieds.in/
http://blogs.expressindia.com/
http://shopping.expressindia.com/
http://www.expressindia.com/eicomments.php
http://hotels.expressindia.com/
http://travel.expressindia.com/
http://www.indianexpress.com/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/all-for-one/498566/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Epaper/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Epaper/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Newsletter/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Newsletter/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Stocks/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Stocks/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Weather/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Weather/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Horoscope/
http://www.indianexpress.com/Horoscope/
http://www.indianexpress.com/comments/all-for-one/498566/
javascript:increaseFontSize();
javascript:decreaseFontSize();
http://www.indianexpress.com/columnist/theindianexpress/
javascript:keySub('Dalit population')
javascript:keySub(' Maharashtra')
http://promo.expressindia.com/adsnew2.8.1/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=91__zoneid=22__cb=cc53e92d1e__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shaadi.com%2Fregister%2Fwelcome.php%3Flang%3Dnri%26ptnr%3Diecpc3002505
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/sea-change/510526/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/drawing-boards/510524/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/some-good-news/509693/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/not-so-softly/509691/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/different-tracks/509690/
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/there-are-two/509051/
http://promo.expressindia.com/adsnew2.8.1/www/delivery/ck.php?n=a9e6515e&cb=INSERT_RANDOM_NUMBER_HERE
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/missing-cm/511513/#postComment


All for one

Huh - By arnab

Stop being an idiot - By Krupa

May be his innings i... - By Sanket

Wasting money on sea... - By Dr. Kumar

Missing cm - By senthilkumar
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withhold development funds from such villages. There is a 
phrase for this. That phrase is “collective punishment”, and it 
flies in the face of the basic norms of a liberal society. 

It may be that village-level crimes against Dalits have the 
implicit approval of large parts of the local community. It may 
even be that threats of collective punishment act as an effective 
deterrent. But these very arguments were cited, for example, by 
Israel when cutting off electricity and food to large parts of the 
territories it occupies — an action that many, including those in 
the Indian government, maintain trampled on the tenets of international law. Collective punishment has a dubious history the world over, from Nazi executions of Russian villagers in 
response to partisan attacks to the demands by the British Raj that residents of Amritsar crawl along a road where an Englishwoman had been brutally attacked. The possible 
“effectiveness” (itself dubious) of these mass punishments must confront the moral imperative: in a justice system that treats crime as an individual failing, guilt-by-association cannot 
be grounds for punishing an entire community. In fact, the world over, if there is one legal proscription that is sacrosanct, it is avoiding collective punishment. 

... contd.
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