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Report A6-0131/2009

European Parliament resolution on an EU-India Free Trade Agreement

The European Parliament,

having regard to the India-EU Strategic Partriprdbint Action Plan of 7 September
2005, in particular the section on developing tradé investment, and its revised version,

having regard to the joint statement of the 4thl&dia Business Summit on 29
November 2003 and especially the EU-India Joiritdtive for enhancing trade and
investment,

having regard to the conclusions of the 9th megedf the India-EU round table in
Hyderabad on 18-20 September 2005,

having regard to the Report of the EU-India Higivel Trade Group to the 7th EU-India
Summit in Helsinki on 13 October 2006,

having regard to the joint statement of the 9thi&dia Summit in Marseille on 29
September 2008,

having regard to the joint statement of the 9th Ehdia Business Summit in Paris on 30
September 2008,

having regard to the World Trade Organisation QY @ecision on the Agreement on
Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property RIgMRIPS) and Public Health adopted
on 29 November 2005,

having regard to its position of 1 December 200%he proposal for a regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council on compulsoensing of patents relating to the
manufacture of pharmaceutical products for exppdauntries with public health
problems,

having regard to the Memorandum of Understandm@ilateral Co-operation between
the Office of the Controller General of Patentssipes and Trade Marks and the
European Patent Office, signed on 29 November 2006,

having regards to the Organisation for Econontioferation and Development (OECD)
Guidelines on Multinational Enterprises and theidnational Labour Organisation (ILO)
Tripartite Declaration of Principles Concerning Midtional Enterprises and Social
Policy,

having regard to the Commission communicatiod2oMarch 2006 entitled
"Implementing the Partnership for Growth and Jabaking Europe a pole of excellence
on Corporate Social Responsibility" (COM (2006)0),36
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having regard to the OECD Employment Statist@3322007,

having regard to the Commission communicatioh Bébruary 2008 entitled "A special
place for Children in EU External Action" (COM(200855),

having regard to the 2004 US-India Agreemente'Next Step Towards a Strategic
Partnership” and the Civil Nuclear Deal negotiatadng President George W. Bush's
State Visit to India on 2 March 2006,

having regard to its resolution of 4 April 2006 the assessment of the Doha Round
following the WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong K,

having regard to the Ministerial Declaration leé Fourth WTO Ministerial Conference,
adopted on 14 November 2001 in Doha and in padidtd paragraph 44 on Special and
Differential Treatment (SDT),

having regard to the EU-India Energy Summit heldlew Delhi on 6 April 2006,
having regard to the 3rd EU- India Energy Pane2® June 2007,

having regard to its resolution of 29 Septemi®€52on EU-India relations: A Strategic
Partnershify

having regard to the study on Human Rights and@eacy Clauses in the EU's
International Agreements commissioned by Parliale&ubcommittee on Human
Rights,

having regard to the Commission communicatio Gfctober 2006 entitled "Global
Europe" Competing in the World. A contribution heetEU's Growth and Jobs Strategy”
(COM(2006)0567),

having regard to the Commission’s report on B®@72Customs seizures of counterfeit
goods at the EU's external border published on &9 R008,

having regard the qualitative analysis of a pidéfree Trade Agreement (FTA) between
the EU and India by the Centre for the AnalysiRefional Integration at Sussex,

having regard to the Economic Analysis on theneoac impact of a potential free trade
agreement between the EU and India commissioneddiyentre d'études prospectives et
d'informations internationales (CEPII) and the Ceutinitiatives et de recherches
européennes en Méditerrannée(CIREM) of 15 Marcty 200

having regard to the Global Analysis report amdfOinterim report for the Trade
Sustainability Impact Assessment of the FTA betw&enEuropean Union and the
Republic of India conducted by ECORYS,

having regard its resolution of 28 September 20008 he European Union's economic
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and trade relations with India

having regard to its resolution of 12 July 2007Tthe TRIPS Agreement and access to
medicine$

having regard to its resolution of 14 Februar@@06n the human rights and democracy
clause in European Union agreeménts

having regard to its resolution of 1 February?268 the human rights situation of the
Dalits in Indid,

having regard to its resolution of 22 May 2007Giabal Europe - external aspects of
competitiveness

having regard to its resolution of 4 Septemb@826n Trade in servicks

having regard to its resolution of 10 July 20@8adlegation of mass graves in Indian-
administered Kashir

having regard to its resolution of 23 Septemlvethe preparation of the EU-India
Summit (Marseille, 29 September 20%8)

having regard the India Country Strategy Pap@d722013),

having regard to the visit to New Delhi by ther@pean Parliament Delegation (composed
of members of Parliament's Committee on Internalidinade) in November 2008,

having regard to Rule 45 of its Rules of Procedur

having regard to the report of the Committeergarhational Trade and the opinions of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the CommitiaedDevelopment (A6-0131/2009),

A. whereas the European Union should continueue griority to a rule-based multilateral
trading system, established through the WTO, whbitérs the best prospects for fair and
equitable international trade by establishing appate rules and ensuring compliance
with them,

B. whereas a successful and balanced conclusitredoha Development Agenda (DDA)
is of crucial importance to both the European Uraad India, and whereas such an
agreement does not preclude bilateral WTO+ agretswenich can be complementary to
multilateral rules,

C. whereas political relations with India are basadhe 2004 Strategic Partnership, on the
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2005 Joint Action Plan adopted at the EU-India SunmrSeptember 2005 and revised at
the 9th EU-India Summit in Marseille and on the 4@boperation Agreement; whereas
the FTA should build and expand upon the coopearatioeady foreseen in Article 24 of
the Cooperation Agreement,

D. whereas, the European Union is India's largasice of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI),
with EUR 10 900 million invested in 2007; and ther&pean Union accounted for 65% of
all FDI flows into India in 2007; and whereas Irdi&DI into the European Union
increased from EUR 500 million in 2006 to EUR 9 50illion in 2007,

E. whereas India was the European Union's 17th mmeirtant trading partner in 2000 and
ranked 9th in 2007; whereas between 2000 and Z06rade in goods with India grew
by around 80%,

F. whereas India's trade and regulatory environrsihtemains comparatively restrictive;
whereas in 2008 the World Bank ranked India 122 ¢d6d78 economies) in terms of
"ease of doing business”,

G. whereas as stated in the 2007/2008 United Nab@mvelopment Programme's Human
Development Report, India ranks 128 on the Humaveld@ment Index (out of 177
countries), 35% of the Indian population lives esd than USD 1 a day and 80% on less
than USD 2 a day; whereas India ranks G@mthe human poverty index for developing
countries among 108 developing countries for with&hindex has been calculated; and
whereas India has one of the highest incidencehitaf labour,

H. whereas economic imbalances between India'ssStand therefore an unbalanced
distribution of wealth and national income, require adoption of sound complementary
economic policies, including tax harmonisation &nlising capacity building efforts on
the poorest States, enabling them to use funds,

I. whereas India is the single largest beneficarthe Generalised System of Preferences
(GSP) scheme; whereas the European Union's prégnemports from India reached a
value of EUR 11 300 million in 2007 compared to EQJR00 million in 2006,

J. whereas both parties reaffirm their commitmeriatiff reductions, further liberalisation
of establishment and trade in services,

K. whereas market access needs to be accompanteghisparent and adequate rules and
standards to ensure that trade liberalisationnefiaal,

L. whereas market access is being hampered byardhbarriers to trade (NTBs) such as
health and safety requirements or technical ba;roprantitative restrictions, conformity
procedures, trade defence mechanisms, customsiorese internal taxation, and a
failure to adopt international norms and standandereas the FTA should include
commitments on social and environmental standardssastainable development and
effective implementation of internationally agrestdndards in the social and
environmental domain as a necessary conditiongpa@ti the promotion of decent work
through effective domestic implementation of ILOQetabour standards,

M. whereas even more account should be duly takdrecelements on recognition, suitable
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and effective protection, implementation and ergarent of Intellectual Property Rights
(IPRs), including patents, trade or service mackpyright and similar rights,
geographical indications (including marks of orjgimdustrial design and integrated
circuit topography,

whereas India is one of the major sources ohtarteit medicines seized by the customs
services of the Member States (accounting for 30%eototal); whereas substandard and
counterfeit medicines promote drug resistance jiacréase morbidity and mortality,

whereas Article 1(1) of the Cooperation Agreenpeavides for respect for human rights
and democratic principles; whereas it constitutesssential element of the agreement,

whereas according to the 2008 Global Hungerdnidelia ranks 66 out of 88 nations
(developing countries and countries in transitievhereas the India Hunger Index found
that not a single State in India falls in the "lbunger” or "moderate hunger" categories;
twelve States fall in the "alarming" category; dodr States - Punjab, Kerala, Haryana
and Assam - fall in the "serious" category,

whereas the FTA should include commitments @msand environmental standards and
sustainable development and effective implementaifanternationally agreed standards
in the social and environmental domain as a nepgessadition to support the promotion
of decent work through effective domestic implenaéinh of ILO core labour standards

whereas India has not signed the Non-Prolifenalireaty; whereas the Nuclear Suppliers
Group lifted the embargo on India’'s nuclear traatkthe US-India Nuclear Co-operation
Agreement was approved by the US Congress,

whereas a Horizontal Aviation Agreement wasesigat the 9th EU- India Summit in
Marseille and India ranked 11th in terms of passetgffic between the EU and non- EU
countries; whereas the European Union and Indiatadaa revised Joint Action Plan
extending the strategic partnership of 2005 to as¥as, and whereas the European
Business and Technology Centre in India has beableshed,

General issues

1.

Believes that the FTA should be balanced andoeditvie with WTO rules and
obligations; considers that a successful DDA restie European Union's trade priority
and that negotiations with India on the FTA be tbosplementary to multilateral rules;

Recalls that the EU-India Strategic Partnerghlgased on common principles and shared
values, as reflected in the 1994 EC-India Coopamadgreement and the 2005 Joint
Action Plan; the new competitiveness-driven FTAudda@omplement the 1994
Cooperation Agreement, to which it should be lggafid institutionally linked;

Welcomes the outcome of the 9th EU-India Sunamit the revised Joint Action Plan;
encourages the negotiating parties to keep congultith key stakeholders; recalls the
pledge of the European Union and India to accedefaiA talks and to make substantive
and efficient progress towards the early conclusioan ambitious and balanced, broad-
based trade and investment agreement; is disapgoiith the slow pace of negotiations;
calls for both parties to conclude a comprehensing)itious and balanced FTA by the
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end of 2010;

4. Encourages Indian Federal and State governrtesigichronise policies and procedures
to allow for potential gains to be maximised;

5. Based on the complementarities of both econqrpasts to the future potential for an
increase in EU-India trade and investment and legsiopportunities arising from the
FTA; considers the EU- India FTA overall as a wimscenario but recommends that an
evaluation be carried out of the existing sect@edities; furthermore, underlines that
the FTA should ensure that increasing bilateraldrarings benefits to the widest number
of people and contributes to India’s achievemernhefMillennium Development Goals
(MDGS), including preventing environmental degraatat

6. Encourages the parties also to address thet@bdteisadvantages of the FTA and the
ways in which human development and gender equalkity be adversely affected by the
rapid opening of markets;

7. Asks the Commission to include an ambitiousanable development chapter as an
essential part of the FTA and subject to the stahdespute settlement mechanism;

Trade in goods

8. Welcomes the results of many free trade simanatwhich show that the FTA would
increase overall exports and imports for both thlealad India; stresses that at the existing
average growth rate, bilateral trade is expectexkt@ed EUR 70 700 million by 2010
and EUR 160 600 million by 2015;

9. Notes that India's average applied tariffs hde@eased to levels that are now comparable
with other countries in Asia, notably, India's aage applied tariff which is now 14,5%
compared to an EU average of 4,1%;

10. Considers it important that the FTA confirme ghrovisions of the Agreement on
Technical Barriers to Trade and the Sanitary andd3anitary Agreement; calls on the
Commission in this regard to address outstandsugess such as animal welfare;

11. Notes that India is concerned about the ladkaofonisation of microbiological standards
in the EU, the implications of REACH, costly cedites for exporting fruit to the EU and
costly conformity procedures for the EC mark, amdsses that these issues must be
resolved in the FTA; calls on both parties to eaghat regulation and NTBs are managed
in such a way that overall trade is not hamperatis on both the European Union and
India to work more closely in their different wonkj groups towards a more transparent
framework for technical regulations and standaiuishermore calls on the Commission
to provide technical assistance to support Indraaycers in their efforts to reach EU
standards, in particular concerning the healthirenmnental and social dimensions of
production, thus creating win-win situations;

12. Acknowledges that India's standards regiméli€solving; calls on the Bureau of Indian
Standards and the Central Drugs Standard Contgar@sation to raise their standards in
line with international standards and to increagegparency in the formulation of
standards by improving their testing and certifamafprocedures is concerned about the
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implementation and monitoring of sanitary and pbgitatary measures and standards;
calls on the Commission to provide adequate sugpa@trengthen capacity and qualified
human resources within Indian regulatory bodies;

13. Stresses that the FTA includes a binding $tattate dispute settlement mechanism,
provisions on mediation on NTBs, on anti-dumpingd aountervailing duty measures and
a general exception clause based on Article XX>@4tdof the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT);

Trade in services, establishment

14. Recognises that services are the fastest ggoseictor of the Indian economy; notes that
India has offensive interests in the General Agesgmn Trade in Services (GATS)
Mode 1 and Mode 4 liberalisation; the European dmiould like to complete
liberalisation in market access and national treatnrm Mode 3 in most services;

15. Points out that service liberalisation mustanway hinder the right to regulate services,
including public services;

16. Notes that according to the Federation of imthambers of Commerce and Industry
bilateral trade in services is expected to excdg® E46 800 million by 2015, by the time
the FTA in services is implemented;

17. Notes that trade in services between the Earopmion and India is relatively
unbalanced; the EU exports 1.5% of its servicdad@, while India exports 9,2% of its
total exports to the European Union;

18. Encourages India to develop appropriate dategtion legislatioswhich would enable
India to achieve the status of a country with agacte level of protectieio allow or
enable transfer of personal data from the Europsaonon the basis of and in
compliance with EU legislation;

19. Notes that India is the fifth largest telecarvges market in the world and that the
telecom market has grown at about 25% per yeartbedast 5 years; in telecoms,
welcomes the relaxatiaof foreign ownership restrictions, but regrets tthatnestic policy
restraints still remain; calls therefore for a xalthon of the licensing restrictions on
service providers and for the removal of uncerjatancerning the policy on tariff and
interconnect regimes, and stresses the need taceetiie old laws governing the sector
with new forward-looking legislation that incorptga cyber laws and nelieensing;
considers that the telecom and IT sectors are ndajers of the Indian economy and that
India is to be made a hub for telecom manufactuoyéacilitating telecom specific
Special Economic Zones; stresses that there arenens opportunities in the
manufacturing sector;

20. Concerning the satellite sector, calls on Indiangage in dialogue with, and open its
market to, EU companies in order to:

(a) better support national development objectara$ meet ever-increasing domestic
demand for direct to home television and broadlsandices, and
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(b) overcome security concerns about mobile stdedervices with new technical
solutions that provide national authorities withremthan adequate control over
mobile satellite communications;

21.Welcomes the Indian pledge to allow foreign fams to operate in India as this opening
will bring significant benefits for the Indian eaomy and legal profession, as well as for
European law firms, who have expertise in inteoral law, and for their clients; calls on
the Commission to explore with Indian authorities bpportunity and the scope of
liberalisation of legal services in the FTA,

22. Notes that the full ambition of the FTA canhetachieved without commitments in
Mode 4; stresses that there are huge benefitsriaiimnwide and EU-wide accreditation
of professional qualifications and agreements otualuecognition and licensing
requirements within professional services in bo#EU and India, which could be easily
covered by the FTA; nevertheless requests a thbranglysis in relation to the individual
Member States of the EU,;

23. Encourages India to gradually liberalise thekibay and insurance sectors.

24. Encourages India to ensure that the upcomiigae draft postal bill will not reduce
current market access opportunities for expresscgeproviders, and invites the
Commission to seek full commitments from India apress services as well as on self-
handling for express cargo carriers at airports) wiview to safeguarding market access
opportunities also in the future;

25. Requests from India a more open approach imigravisas to citizens and business
professionals and politicians from EU Member Statgth multiple entries and a
minimum one-year duration;

Investment

26. Calls on the Commission to incorporate a chiagteanvestment in the FTA which could
make provision for a system of a single point ddimation for investors;

27. Welcomes the establishment of the EuropeamBssiand Technology Centre in New
Delhi which aims to enhance business-to-busineddearhnology cooperation between
India and the Member States;

28. Recalls that in order for investment to be ffiera it needs to be accompanied by well-
designed rules and regulations; reaffirms in toistext its resolution of 13 March 2007
on corporate social responsibility: a new partrigrsitherefore calls on the Commission
to advocate rules for transnational companieserHhA, designed to ensure that
investors respect core ILO standards, social amola@mmental covenants and
international agreements, so as to achieve a alagteveen economic growth and higher
social and environmental standards;

29. Recalls that, while FTA investment chaptersadten accompanied by commitments to
liberalise capital movements and renounce capitadrols, such clauses should be
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approached with extreme caution, given the impagaot capital controls — especially for
developing countries — in mitigating the impacttod financial crisis; urges the EU to
promote in international fora greater corporat@oesibility among foreign undertakings
established in India, and at the same time urgesatihagreement be reached with the
Indian government to set up an effective systemmfonitoring workers' rights within
domestic and foreign companies based in India;

30. Calls on the Commission to incorporate in tlhé & chapter on investment, being a
significant part thereof, thereby enabling the psscof investing in each other's markets
to become much smoother by promoting and proteativgstment deals while exploring
immediate opportunities; proposes that such arstinvent agreement could provide for
the setting-up of a system of single-point inforimator investors in both economies,
explaining to them the differences in investmetgswand practices and providing
information on all legal aspects;

Public procurement

31 Regrets that India is not willing to include pubprocurement in the FTA; calls on the
Commission to negotiate effective and transparemtysement systems; calls on India to
apply transparent and fair procedures when awanlifiidic contracts and to grant access
to public procurement systems for European busasess

Trade and competition

32. Encourages the implementation of the new md@ampetition law; believes that the EU
should incorporate Articles 81 and 82 of the ECatyen the FTA so as to secure
commitments on competition policy;

Intellectual property rights, industrial and commeial policy

33. Welcomes India’s firm commitment to a strong Hegime and to the use of TRIPS
flexibilities to meet its public health obligatigrgarticularly in relation to access to
medicines; encourages its rigorous implementat@hemforcement; calls on the
Commission and the Indian authorities concernambtwdinate actions to address
effectively the fight against counterfeiting amd particular, against counterfeit
medicines;

34. Calls on the European Union and India to enthatecommitments under the FTA do not
preclude access to essential medicines whilst lisdi@veloping its capacity from a
generic to a research-based industry;

35. Welcomes India's commitment to increase theesbiats public spending on health and
encourages this trend, with a view to ensuring adegaccess to effective healthcare
services, particularly in rural areas;

36. Calls on the European Union and India to suppeasures and initiatives such as prize
funds, patent pools and other alternative mechanisrarder to support access to and
innovation in medicines, particularly for neglectiideases;

Trade and sustainable development
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37. Recognises that a substantial development ehepan essential part of any FTA and
subject to the standard dispute mechanism;

38. Calls on the European Union and India to enthaetrade and FDI are not encouraged at
the cost of lowering environmental, core labouococupational health and safety
legislation and standards, while allowing the adggumonitoring of observation of such
standards;

39. Asks for the ratification and effective apptioa of the basic conventions of the ILO;

40. Is concerned about the use of child laboundid, which is very often exploited in unsafe
and unhealthy conditions; asks the Commission tlvess the issue during the
negotiations on the FTA and asks the Indian Govenirto maximise its efforts to
remove the underlying causes in order to end thémpmenon;

41. Acknowledges the introduction of a new Indiaiicclabour law, implemented in 2006,
which bans children under 14 from working as domessrvants or on food stalls, and
calls on the European Union to continue to encauiadia to ratify the ILO Convention
182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour and Conwe#i138 concerning the minimum
age for admission to employment and 98 on the tigbtrganise and collective
bargaining, which would signify a positive step #ods the eventual abolition of child
labour;

42. Underscores that the European Union should piesindian Government to tackle the
issue of bonded labour, which affects millions ebple — largely from the Dalit and
Adivasi community — in India; observes that it &ibved that this issue is not being
adequately addressed due to a lack of administratind political will;

43. Urges the EU to include a provision in its Fh India which ensures that EU
companies making use of Special Economic Zonesatdrenexempted from respecting
fundamental labour rights or other labour rightsdzhon ILO Conventions that have
been ratified by India;

44. Stresses that human rights and democracy claasstitute an essential element of the
FTA,; is concerned by the continuing persecutioretigious minorities and human rights
defenders in India and the current human rightssaedrity situation in Indian-
administrated Kashmir;

45. Calls on the Council, the Commission and Indiansure that the FTA is not harmful to
disadvantaged groups such as Dalits and Adivasistleat the potential benefits of the
FTA reach all members of society;

46. Welcomes the commitments made by the Europ@@mland India to cooperate in civil
nuclear research; notes that India is not a signabcthe Non- Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and was given a waiver by the Nuclear Supplierau@roalls on India to sign the NPT,;

The European Parliament's role

47. Expects the Council and the Commission to ptetbe FTA to Parliament for assent
under the second subparagraph of Article 300(@EC Treaty;
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48. Asks the Council and the Commission to confimdia’'s commitment to negotiating an
EU-FTA with the incoming Indian Government aftee florthcoming general election;

Other considerations

49. Notes the rapid rise in inflation in India; ogoises that, in order for India to remain
competitive as a growing trading partner with thedpean Union, it will require
substantial investment in infrastructure and a wastase in power generation capacity;
welcomes the government's plan to spend USD 500rbih this area over the next five
years, and calls on private and public bodies tipeaate fully in this huge project;

50. Welcomes the opening by the Indian Prime Mamnist the new Srinagar railway line
between Baramulla and Qazigund, which provides ntiaoysands of new jobs for local
people; believes that economic initiatives sucthaswill enhance the prospects of a
more prosperous and peaceful future for the Kashoeople;

51. Welcomes India's progress in becoming a dosiovedl as a beneficiary of development
aid;

52. Values progress in cooperation on researcldanelopment, including through the EU-
funded Framework Programme; welcomes the large susntf Indian students studying
at European universities through the Erasmus Mupdugramme;

53. Points out that, if economic cooperation betwthe European Union and India is based
on the Union's system of universal values, it metyasstandard for cooperation with
other countries;

54. Welcomes the launching of the special actiorEfd-India cultural cooperation for the
period 2007-2009, especially in the area of edanastudent exchange, training and
inter-cultural dialogue;

55. Expresses concern about rising global commqulibes and their effect on the poorest
populations, including in India, which pose a chiagle to stable growth and increase
global inequalities; calls on the European Uniod brdia to coordinate a comprehensive
strategy to tackle this issue in an integrated ragnn

56. Welcomes the fact that India has made conditlepogress towards universal primary
education, improving poverty eradication and insieg access to safe drinking water;
notes, however, that India is still off track onshof the health-related MDGs
concerning such matters as infant mortality, matenealth, child malnutrition and
reducing malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS; is cemed that Dalits and Adivasis
(indigenous tribes and peoples) experience thé peagress towards achieving the
MDGs and continue to face discrimination in relatio access to housing, education,
employment, health care and other services;

57. Notes that, despite sustained economic groxast,inequalities still persist, with more
than 800 million people surviving on less than USB day; is particularly concerned
about the situation of underprivileged sectionthefpopulation, in particular women,
children, marginalised groups and victims of disgniation such as the Dalits and
Adivasis, and the rural population; stresses tleeine ensure that the FTA would not
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restrict powers needed by the Indian Governmeatltess poverty and inequality; calls
on the Council and the Commission to work togethign the Indian Government to
improve the situation of those groups and to exarfuture cooperation as to their
contribution towards ending gender and caste discation with reference to its above-
mentioned resolution on the human rights situatibtne Dalits in India;

58. Stresses that increasing environmental degiruict India is a constantly growing
problem with unimaginable economic, social and Emmental consequences,
particularly for the large number of Indians livimgpoverty, and thus stresses the
particular need for continued EU cooperation witti& in this field;

59. Is impressed by the development effects of @mamgrowth in some regions of India, and
calls on the Commission to support research andhtie patterns and underlying national
and sub-national policies responsible for suchcg$fen order to facilitate cross-regional
learning and best practices;

60. Welcomes India's commitment to increase theesbiits public spending on health, and
encourages this trend with a view to ensuring adegaccess to effective healthcare,
particularly in rural areas;

61. Considers that the EU must pay special attentidhe SME sector in India, and
therefore suggests that in all development coojperagrogrammes between the
European Union and India, SMEs could be strengthém®ugh measures to help
finance market-driven local projects proposed ligens;

62. Welcomes the emergence of the spread of medddhroughout India, which has gained
recognition as an effective way of creating grasts:ded development;

o
0) (0]

63. Instructs its President to forward this redohuto the Council, the Commission and the
governments and parliaments of the Member Statd®fimdia.
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